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Iris S. Wolstein Named Honorary 
Trustee of The Cleveland Museum of Art 


Late Husband Bertram L. Wolstein Named Posthumously 


CLEVELAND (Dec. 22, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art Director Katharine Lee Reid today announced 
the appointment of Iris S. Wolstein as an honorary trustee of the Cleveland Museum of Art. Her late husband, 
Bertram “Bart” Wolstein, who died in May, was named an honorary trustee posthumously. 

“Tris S. Wolstein is a well-respected collector whose knowledge and love of the arts has long informed her 
commitment to and support of this Museum. The same must be said of her late husband, Bart. Their support and 
deep belief in the power of art to enhance the quality of individual and community life inspires us all,” said Reid. 
“My only regret, “ she added, “is that we were not able to make this announcement prior to Bart’s untimely death.” 

The Wolsteins generously supported the Museum and were members of the Museum’s Director’s, 
Curator’s, President’s and Collector’s circles. Mrs. Wolstein is now a member of the Museum’s Founder’s Society. 

Bertram Wolstein was a loyal patron and frequent visitor to the Museum. One of his last visits to the 
Museum was made especially to view the model for the pending renovation, repair and expansion project and to 
learn more about plans for the project. He founded Developers Diversified Realty Corp., the nation’s leading 
developer of strip malls, in 1965. He also founded Heritage Development Co., the entity responsible for numerous 
urban entertainment venues in Cleveland’s “Flats” neighborhood. His developments also included: two golf 
course communities, Barrington and Glenmoor, in northeast Ohio; the Renaissance Office Building at Playhouse 
Square in Cleveland; and the Bertram Inn and Conference Center in Aurora. He also served as president of the 
Cleveland Theater District Development. 

Iris S. Wolstein partnered with her husband in many of his ventures and was responsible for designing the 
exteriors and interiors of many of these projects. She is actively involved with the Cleveland Museum of Art as 
well as the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art (now MOCA Cleveland). 

Together with her husband, Iris Wolstein provided major support for numerous projects and initiatives that 
continue to serve the interests of all citizens of the area, from United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Cleveland and the 
Iris Wolstein professorship at Case Western Reserve University, to the Wolstein Research Building (for a 
partnership between University Hospitals Health Systems Inc. and Case Western Reserve University) and the 
Wolstein Football Center at Ohio State University. Mrs. Wolstein also gave a major contribution for the building 


housing the Cleveland Statue University Law School, her husband’s alma mater, which will be named in his honor. 


(more) 
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In November, The Wolsteins received the Philanthropic Leadership Award from the Cleveland Chapter of the 
Association for Fundraising Professionals during its annual luncheon. They also received the Samuel Mather 
Award for Philanthropy last fall. 

“My husband and I shared a love for this community, the arts and certainly for the Cleveland Museum of 
Art. I take great pride in our having been named honorary trustees of such a great and important institution and 
view this honor as a means to continue to serve this community and, in doing so, honor my late husband’s legacy,” 
Mrs. Wolstein said. 

Mrs. Wolstein, who with her husband founded the Bert and Iris Wolstein Foundation and the Bertram L. 
and [ris S. Wolstein Foundation Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Community Federation, resides in Pepper Pike 
and has two adult children and six grandchildren. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum 1s a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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